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Between Mackinder And Spykman Geopolitics
Abstract. This essay is about geopolitical frameworks for analysis in U.S. foreign policy. The geopolitical frameworks of Halford Mackinder and Nicholas Spykman have undergone a resurgence over the last decade and have evoked an equal measure of criticism as well. Both critics and supporters, however, share certain assumptions about Spykman that have become part of the conventional wisdom defining his relationship to Mackinder and U.S.
containment policy.
Between Mackinder and Spykman: Geopolitics, containment ...
The geopolitical frameworks of Halford Mackinder and Nicholas Spykman have undergone a resurgence over the last decade and have evoked an equal measure of criticism as well. Both critics and supporters, however, share certain assumptions about Spykman that have become part of the conventional wisdom defining his relationship to Mackinder and U.S. containment policy.
Between Mackinder and Spykman: geopolitics, containment ...
Mackinder, Spykman and the Geopolitical. anaea 21 l 3 1 1 esief. Ballistic Missile Defence. I. n 1904, Halford Mackinder, the English geographer, outlined a parsimonious framework by which the geopolitics of Eurasia, and by extension the world, might be understood. The World Island of Eurasia, which contained the bulk of the world’s productive and military potential, was divided, according to Mackinder, between a ‘Heartland’ encompassing Central
Asia, Russia and Iran – which, if ...
Mackinder, Spykman and the Geopolitical
Mackinder was expressing the potential of “land” power from inside the European continent, i.e., Russia or Germany. Spykman emphasized “rimland,” i.e. the maritime “edges” of vast continents, both Europe and Asia, i.e. the U.S. and Britain. Both have merit, to a degree.
Geopolitics | The Institute of World Politics
Writing in the early 1940s, Nicolas Spykman modified Mackinder’s formulations by pointing to the existence of what he called an amphibious Rimland—located in between the Heartland and its great offshore islands—and stretching from Western Europe around the Middle East, across India, ending in coastal China. Spykman pointed out that most of the world’s productive potential was in the Rimland, not within the Heartland.
Mackinder’s Nightmare: Part One - Foreign Policy Research ...
In his book, The Geography of Peace, Spykman also synthesizes geopolitics, paraphrasing Mackinder: Whoever dominates Rimland area dominates Eurasia ; Whoever dominates Eurasia controls the destinies of the World .
America’s Plans and Geopolitics - Vision and Global Trends
While all three uniquely address geopolitics they also transcend into other academic disciplines as well: Mackinder’s Pivot is a fantastic read of history and geography, Spykman is concerned with the military strategy and geostrategy of Soviet containment, and Huntington’s Clash is a political violence theory that views the world through the lens of anthropology.
Mackinder | Defining Geopolitics
The concept of geopolitics (or geopolitik, as Germans called it) was proposed by Swedish political scientist Rudolf Kjellen in 1905. Its focus was political geography and combined Mackinder's heartland theory with Friedrich Ratzel's theory on the organic nature of the state.
Mackinder's Heartland Theory - ThoughtCo
While all three uniquely address geopolitics they also transcend into other academic disciplines as well: Mackinder’s Pivot is a fantastic read of history and geography, Spykman is concerned with the military strategy and geostrategy of Soviet containment, and Huntington’s Clash is a political violence theory that views the world through the lens of anthropology.
A Century of (Western) Geopolitics | Defining Geopolitics
Mackinder’s work on the Heartland (1904) seems to have generated a lot of interest since the advent in 2013 of the Chinese New Silk Road project, or Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). With its emphasis on continental links extending across Central Asia, the similarity between the BRI and Mackinder’s theory was noticed by many analysts, who now ...
Mackinder, Models and the New Silk Road: a Deceiving Tool ...
Again, Spykman differs from Mackinder, who sees Eurasian wars as historically pitting the Heartland against the sea powers for control of the rimland, establishing a land power-sea power opposition. Spykman states that historically, battles have pitted either Britain and Rimland allies against Russia and its Rimland allies or Britain and Russia together against a dominating Rimland power.
Nicholas J. Spykman - Wikipedia
He then spoke in detail about several primary theories of geography and geopolitics, including: Alfred Mahan’s “Sea Power” (1890), Halford Mackinder’s “Heartland” (1904), Nicholas Spykman’s “Rimland” (1942), and George Kennan’s “Containment” (1947). Next, Mr. Jones applied these theories to present-day China.
Geopolitics: Mahan, Mackinder, Spykman, Kennan, China ...
Moreover, students of geopolitics can refer to Michael Gerace’s groundbreaking article on the real and presumed influence of Mackinder’s and Spykman’s thinking on U.S. containment strategy during the Cold War (Gerace 1991). Spykman’s earlier works on geopolitics
Federico Bordonaro: Rediscovering Spykman - the Rimland ...
Whereas Mackinder assumed that geographical formations made for easiest access from the east, Spykman argued that the littoral areas of the Heartland, or what he called the “Rimland,” was key to controlling the center.
Eurasia, the "World Island": Geopolitics, and Policymaking ...
Spykman’s predominance and the ebb and flow of great power politics in the 20th century saw Mackinder’s heartland theory wane as a means to describe inter-state competition. However, based on changed geopolitical dynamics since 2001, Mackinder’s theory provides a valuable prism through which to view renewed great power competition in Central and South Asia.
The Great Game Reinvigorated: Geopolitics, Afghanistan ...
Prof. Spykman later refined Mackinder’s strategy to adapt it to the new post-World War Two reality of the Cold War, doing so as early as 1944. Spykman came to the conclusion that the US was bound to face off with a strong Soviet Union on the Eurasian landmass in the aftermath of World War Two.
Timothy Boon von Ochssée: Mackinder and Spykman and the ...
As the amphibious buffer zone between the land powers and sea powers, it must defend itself from both sides, and therein lies its fundamental security problems. Spykman's conception of the Rimland bears greater resemblance to Alfred Thayer Mahan's "debated and debatable zone" than to Mackinder's inner or marginal crescent.
Rimland | American Geopolitical Society
Geopolitics (from Greek γῆ gê "earth, land" and πολιτική politikḗ "politics") is the study of the effects of Earth's geography (human and physical) on politics and international relations. While geopolitics usually refers to countries and relations between them, it may also focus on two other kinds of states: de facto independent states with limited international recognition and ...
Geopolitics - Wikipedia
all militated against the validity of Mackinder's thesis. Spykman accepted Mackinder's perspective as a valuable analytical framework but concluded that both recent history and perspective strategic patterns of the postwar world would indicate that Mackinder's Inner of Marginal Crescent, rather than the Heartland was the critical zone. Spykman renamed this periphery the Rimland.
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